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Questions of Audience:























































































































































audience	 to	 reflect	 on	 the	 validity	 of	 the	 cultural	 or	 political	 position	 of	 their	











































Borat as Mook, or, From “A-Ha” to “Ha-Ha”




































not	 real.	He’s	a	character:	crude,	 loud,	obnoxious,	and	 in-your-face.	He’s	Tom	




Evidently,	Rushkoff’s	 comments	do	not	 suggest	 that	 the	mook	 is	 a	 vehicle	 for	
social	 critique,	but	 is	 rather	 a	bankable	vehicle	 for	bringing	 in	 the	bucks	 from	
teenage	boys.	
	 So	how	does	this	“mook”	humour	fit	within	the	mockumentary	genre?	Satire	









The Mocking Mockumentary and the Ethics of Irony60
The Muslim Mook: Invocations and Deflections
	 As	we	 have	 seen,	Cohen’s	 remarks	 suggest	 that	 he	 sees	Borat	 not	 as	 a	
mook,	 but	 as	 a	 vehicle	 for	 social	 critique.	He	has	 commented	 that	 people’s	
interactions	with	Borat	form	a	“dramatic	demonstration	of	how	racism	feeds	
on	dumb	conformity,	as	much	as	rabid	bigotry.”	A	great	deal	of	this	exposure	
of	 “tolerance”	 towards	Borat’s	 extremism	 revolves	 around	 the	 revelation	 of	
either	the	anti-Semitism	of	the	people	whom	Borat	interviews,	or	their	failure	
to	object	to	Borat’s	anti-Semitism.	But	many	of	these	types	of	revelations	come	

















































all	Muslims,	 regardless	of	national	background,	 level	of	 religiosity,	or	political	
convictions,	are	cast	as	terrorists.	This	equation	of	Muslim	as	terrorist	is	evident	
in	“Ruth	in	Virginia’s”	comments	that	she	sent	by	e-mail	to	CNN	when	Paula	Zahn	
was	discussing	the	debut	of	Canadian	CBC	television	show	Little Mosque on the 
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